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T he Catholic priest-
hood is an exclusive
group.

Just 39,600 priests serve
78.2 million Catholics in
America, and the priest pool
shrinks each year.

Young blood still is enter-
ing the seminary, but it’s not
enough to replace aging
priests who retire or die.

It’s hard to find young
men willing to answer the
call. Being a Catholic priest
means forgoing a fancy car,
oversized home and any no-
tion of getting married or
having children.

God still is making calls to
young men, though. It’s a
matter of getting them to
answer.

“I began to say, ‘Lord,
you’ve got the wrong guy,’ ”
joked the Rev. Robert Garri-
ty, director of campus minis-
try at Ave Maria University.

The News-Press spoke
extensively with two South-
west Florida men who got the
call. One, Anthony Lane Ja-
nus, entered a period of deep
spiritual exploration, but
faced a fork in the road just
days prior to graduating
from Ave Maria. The other,
Michael Scaramuzzo II, pro-
claimed his religious aspira-
tions to none other than the
pope himself, but his life also
took a few unexpected turns.
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God speaks, 
but fewer answer

Above: Anthony Lane Janus, 22,
lights candles on the altar during
Easter Vigil Mass at Ave Maria.
Janus sought spiritual guidance in
deciphering God’s will for him.
PHOTOS BY JACK HARDMAN/THE NEWS-PRESS

Right: Marie Bradley, a resident of
Heartland Healthcare Center in
Fort Myers, receives Communion
from seminarian Michael
Scaramuzzo II, 20. 
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The road to the Roman Catholic clergy is long, difficult and 
often lonely, as two Southwest Florida men found
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Dining out for Lori Sampson-
Wilson often comes with a bit of
research and a side of review-
ing. 

She dined at Tacos El Tequila
in Cape Coral last week. She’d
heard good things about it, but
went to Yelp to get a pulse on
what her experience would be
like.

Often she’ll submit her own
reviews to sites such as Yelp and
TripAdvisor, using the tag name
Lori “fussie foodie” W. on Yelp
and fussie foodie on TripAdvi-
sor. 

“If you’re posting anything
out on the Internet, you should
expect that it will be seen,” she
said. “Whether or not it’s anony-
mous, it can always be tracked
back to you if they really wanted
to.”

The right to leave anony-
mous reviews online may be in 
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Religious roots
Janus, 22, was born and

raised in Mississippi, and bap-
tized as an Episcopalian. At
age 4, his family started going
to Sunday Mass, marking a
slow immersion into Catho-
licism.

“I was taught to pray before
I went to bed and always went
to church on Sundays,” Janus
said.

Still, that was about it, other
than reading children’s reli-
gious books and singing “Hap-
py Birthday” to Jesus each
Christmas.

After his sophomore year of
high school, Janus traveled
alone to Naples, Italy, to visit
family. His aunt handed him a
rosary, asking Janus to have a
priest bless it during a day trip
to Rome. He did, but quickly
found himself in confession for
the first time in years.

“That helped me purge a lot
of sin from my life,” Janus
said.

In Janus’ junior year, a
friend persistently kept asking
if he would attend her church
group. “No thanks” was his
standard response.

“She asked me probably
eight times before I came,”
Janus recalled.

Once football season ended,
though, he never missed anoth-
er meeting.

Pretend preacher
Scaramuzzo describes him-

self as a “cradle Catholic,”
born and bred into the religion.
Although he attended public
school on Staten Island in New
York, the church enveloped his
family’s life.

“A lot of kids hated Mass.
Not me,” Scaramuzzo said.
“They thought it was boring; I
thought it was kind of interest-
ing and I enjoyed it.

“That was sign No. 1.”
When Scaramuzzo’s aunt

visited a friend in the convent,
he often tagged along.

“They were always so hap-
py,” Scaramuzzo recalled.

Seeing nuns in their ele-

ment, happy, got Scaramuzzo
thinking about the priesthood.
He rounded up his little sister
and dog; they became the pa-
rishioners. He brought a glass
of water and candy; those
served as make-believe wine
and communion hosts. And
then he preached.

“I started feeling the pull to
be a priest in middle school, in
sixth grade,” Scaramuzzo said.
“When you say that so young,
no one believes you.

“But it never went away.”

Spiritual awakening
Janus felt the Lord was

calling him.
“This call is not about me,

my strengths, my weaknesses
or my abilities,” he said. “I
recognized He is the one who
calls and helps me answer that
call. He has asked me to be
faithful and follow Him.”

God asked Janus to consider
being a priest.

A priest.
This from the teenager who

watched ESPN for hours on
end and was content playing
video games all day.

“I pretty much sought my
happiness in football and girls,
and everything else around
me,” said Janus.

After his junior year of high
school, Janus did some more
soul-searching.

“I looked at the crucifix in
my room, and started pray-
ing,” Janus said.

As conversations and pray-
ers progressed, Janus felt
certain God wanted him to
become a priest.

“We felt blessed that God
was calling our son,” said his
mother, DiannaJanus.

After graduating high
school, Anthony Janus spent
one year working for NET
Ministries, a Minnesota-based
youth counseling organization.
That experience led Janus to
Ave Maria, a relatively new
Catholic university founded in
traditional teachings.

“There are so many good
people here,” Janus said. “The
education I received and how
I’ve grown are huge, but the
community is why I’m flour-
ishing.”

As an upperclassman, Janus

led a youth group that met
every Wednesday at Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Immokalee,
mentoring and advising teens
who were asking the same
questions about God and spiri-
tuality that he did a few years
ago.

Fellow Ave Maria graduate
Jesse Garcia, 23, believes
three qualities help define
Janus: He loves people, is very
studious and willing to help
anyone at any time.

“If you don’t know what
you’re doing or you don’t know
what’s going on, he’s the first
one to stay up with you until 5
o’clock in the morning to help
you write a paper,” Garcia
said. “He’s very caring, he’s
very giving and he’s very
Christlike.”

American pope
Many of Scaramuzzo’s

classmates at St. John Vianney
were inspired by Pope John
Paul II, who led the church
from 1978 to 2005. He died,
however, when Scaramuzzo
was 11. Pope Benedict XVI,
even though his tenure was
briefer, served as Scaramuz-
zo’s religious curiosity was
ascending.

Pope Benedict visited the
U.S. in 2008, and one of his
stops was New York. Scara-
muzzo asked his mother to
work her magic; he wanted to
see the pope.

“I said, ‘Binoculars, in the
parking lot, that’s the best I
can do,’ ” said Barbara Scara-
muzzo.

Michael Scaramuzzo, then a
high school freshman, learned
of plans to have a student on
stage while Pope Benedict
received his birthday greet-
ings at St. Joseph’s Seminary.
Scaramuzzo wrote an essay
about what the encounter
would mean to him, and won
the contest.

Destiny. Scaramuzzo found
himself face to face with the
pope, whom many feel is the
most powerful and respected
leader in the world. So what
did the 14-year-old say?

“I told him I wanted to be
the first American pope,” Sca-
ramuzzo recalls. “Now, looking
back, that’s probably not what

I want. I just want to be a good
parish priest, a good pastor
and a good shepherd.”

Pope Benedict smiled and
blessed the 14-year-old.

Doubts surface
With Ave Maria’s com-

mencement quickly approach-
ing, Janus completed his semi-
nary application in mid-April.
A seminary is like graduate
school, boarding school and
internship wrapped into one.

“There is a little fear of the
idea of being in school for
another five years with 200
men and no females, and none
of my friends,” Janus said.

But that’s what it takes to
become a priest. The lengthy
period of study and reflection
is a critical path in the dis-
cernment process. The church
doesn’t want priests who are
iffy about the profession.

If seminarians make it
through the process, diocesan
priests are rewarded with little
pay, while priests within reli-
gious orders take a vow of
poverty. Their work schedule
runs 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 365 days per year. As a
priest, you’re never off the
clock.

And every night, they go
home alone. For an extrovert
like Janus, the sense of loneli-
ness poses an extreme chal-
lenge.

“Yes, I won’t have a beauti-
ful wife and beautiful children,

but I would have a beautiful
church and enter a theological
union with every member of
the church,” Janus said in
April.

Life’s curveballs
Scaramuzzo attended a

Catholic high school, but
sought more spiritual guid-
ance. He participated in Cathe-
dral Prep’s discernment pro-
gram, a once-a-month weekend
excursion in Yonkers that re-
sembled a pre-seminary. He
developed strong emotional
and spiritual bonds with like-
minded teens, but he learned
the most about himself and
God during quiet periods.

“We have to take time away
from everything,” he said.
“Silence is not valued high in
today’s society. No matter your
vocation, married life or
priesthood, you need to step
back and think about it.”

Like all technology-ob-
sessed youth, Scaramuzzo is
active on social media. He
comments about pop culture
and makes random observa-
tions, but also floods his post
with news from the Vatican
and religious messages, the
“new evangelization,” as he
calls it. But Scaramuzzo mini-
mizes his time on social chan-
nels to avoid draining his mind
of all semblance of reality.

“If you spend more time on 
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Top: Anthony Lane
Janus, second from
left, pauses for prayer
during Mass at Ave
Maria. Janus
graduated from Ave
Maria University with
a degree in theology.
PHOTOS BY JACK

HARDMAN/THE NEWS-PRESS

ANTHONY LANE
JANUS
» Age: 22
» Hometown: Starkville,
Miss.
» College: Ave Maria
University graduate
» Favorite book: “Mere
Christianity” by C.S. Lewis
» Favorite TV show:
ESPN’s “SportsCenter”
» Favorite movie: “Re-
member the Titans”
» Favorite music: Chris-
tian rock

Left: Seminarian Michael
Scaramuzzo II, 20, assists
with Mass at St. Cecilia
Catholic Church in Fort
Myers. Scaramuzzo is
entering his senior year at
St. John Vianney College
Seminary in Miami.

MICHAEL
SCARAMUZZO II
» Age: 20
» Hometown: Staten Island,
N.Y.
» College: St. John Vianney
College Seminary
» Favorite book: “Cry, the
Beloved Country” by Alan
Paton
» Favorite TV show: “Cops”
» Favorite movie: “The
Godfather”
» Favorite music: Classic
rock
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Janus leads a youth group in prayer at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Immokalee.



Nationally, one in five Catho-
lic parishes does not have a resi-
dent priest.

America’s Catholic popula-
tion is rising by 1 percent annu-
ally, but seminary enrollment is
flat. An inadequate supply of
priests already has forced hun-
dreds of parishes to close or
consolidate.

Priests aren’t getting any
younger, either. Their average
age is 63.

Something’s got to give.
“These people have served

the church for 30, 40 or 50 years,
and now they are retiring or dy-
ing, and leaving the priest-
hood,” said Mary Gautier, sen-
ior research associate with
Georgetown University’s Cen-
ter for Applied Research in the
Apostolate.

In the Diocese of Venice,
though, Bishop Frank Dewane
is sitting comfortably for the 59
parishes from Bradenton to
Marco Island. Dewane has 111
diocesan priests under his au-
thority, along with 60 priests
supplied by religious orders.
Additionally, between 10 and 70
outside priests, who often are
retirees from parishes up
North, assist the diocese on a
seasonal or part-time basis.

“I’m comfortable with the
numbers, but I’m always inter-
ested in talking to young men
who might be interested in the
priesthood,” Dewane said.

Since 2010, the Venice dio-
cese has ordained 14 priests
while losing five to retirement
or death, a net gain of nine. The
diocese has 17 seminarians in
the pipeline.

Every parish in Southwest
Florida has a resident priest,
Dewane said, in addition to pa-
rochial vicars that serve as as-
sistants. Dewane’s focus isn’t
covering next Sunday’s Mass;
he is charged with building the
next generation of religious
leaders.

“We’re blessed right now, but
we always have to look at where
are we in, say, 25 years or 50
years out,” Dewane said.

A numbers game
In 1975, there were 58,909

priests in the U.S. Today,
Georgetown’s CARA puts the
figure at 39,600 priests, a 33 per-
cent drop. Meanwhile, Ameri-
ca’s Catholic population rose
from 54.5 million to 78.2 million,
a 43 percent increase, during
the same period.

Although the 39,600 priests
seems plenty for America’s
17,413 parishes, it’s not. Presid-
ing over Mass is just one of a
priest’s duties, along with hear-
ing confessions, baptizing ba-
bies, officiating weddings,
counseling parishioners, con-
ducting funerals, teaching
schoolchildren, blessing hospi-
tal patients, running missions
and more. On Easter and Christ-
mas, some parishes in South-

west Florida have a half-dozen
or more Masses, often simulta-
neously on church campuses, to
accommodate residents, tour-
ists and seasonal residents.

“I don’t know of any bishop
who believes he has too many
priests,” said the Rev. John
Guthrie, associate director for
the secretariat of clergy, conse-

crated life and vocations with
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

Data gurus track the ratio of
priests to parishioners. Nation-
ally, Guthrie said, the ratio in
1950 was 1 to 652, but that
climbed to 1 to 1,653 by 2010.
That doesn’t account for the
millions of Catholics who are

not registered with a parish or
regularly attend services. 

“There are fewer of us doing
more and more work,” Guthrie
said.

Priests within the Diocese of
Venice probably are near the
average age of 63, Dewane said.
There is a suggested retire-
ment age of 70, but that only
means stepping aside from
day-to-day leadership respon-
sibilities — not playing golf and
traveling the world like other
retirees.

“They’ve chosen a life, not a
job, and this is a big differ-
ence,” Dewane said.

Impact of shortage
When schoolteachers are

sick or on vacation, a principal
finds substitute teachers. The
same holds true for a church
when priests are needed.

A long-term vacancy at
school, however, poses more
serious problems: Who will
teach students, and will their
education suffer because of in-
stability and inconsistency?
The same questions arise for a
parish without a resident
priest: who will provide spiritu-
al guidance and manage the
parish? In some cases, the an-
swer is no one.

“There are places where
they only hold Mass once a
month because that’s the only
time you can get a priest,” Gau-
tier said.

The recent sex abuse scan-
dals certainly had an impact on
the priesthood, damaging the
reputation of priests and possi-
bly keeping some men from
considering the priesthood.

“Did the scandals hurt? Yes
they did,” said the Rev. Cory
Mayer, vocations director for
the Diocese of Venice and par-
ish administrator at Ave Maria.
“There were victims, and jus-
tice needs to be served. “But
the good young men see the
scandal wasn’t part of the
church or its teachings.”

Rev. Rafal Ligenza, parochial
vicar at St. William Parish in Na-
ples, was raised in Poland, the
homeland of Pope John Paul II.
Consequently, priests are
among the most-respected pro-
fessions for Polish boys decid-
ing what to do with their lives.

“Here, it’s being a doctor,”
said Ligenza, 32. “There, it was
being a priest.”

Mayer counsels youth and
adults who are contemplating
possible roles within the church.
The first and most important
trait he seeks is a deep love for
God. Beyond that, a potential
priest must be willing to give
himself to Christ, realize he will
forever serve the church and be
humble.

“The worst thing we can have
is an arrogant priest,” Mayer
said.

Beyond established religions
with large, permanent church
buildings are a growing number
of unofficial or unsanctioned re-
ligious gatherings in parks,
strip malls, beaches and
schools.

Deborah Rose-Milavec, ex-
ecutive director of Ohio-based
FutureChurch, said people still
want to pray and religious lead-
ers still want to lead a congrega-
tion, but the Vatican has stead-
fastly remained traditional and
expressed no interest in allow-
ing priests to be married or
female.

“Church is happening, and it
will continue to happen,” Rose-
Milavec said. “The big question
is how will the official church
respond.”

FutureChurch’s position is
that the Vatican should consider
married men and all women for
leadership positions, including
ordination.

“They could be brought into
roles where they aren’t just
making coffee, but making deci-
sions,” Rose-Milavec said of
women.

Pope Francis is at least will-
ing to listen. In October, an ad-
visory board of bishops will
gather in Rome for a summit ti-
tled “The Pastoral Challenges of
the Family in the Context of
Evangelization.” There, Catho-
lic leaders could discuss the is-
sues of marriage and women’s
roles within the Church, al-
though change is not considered
imminent.

Fort Myers resident Gerry
Mater, 74, said he’s not opposed
to the Vatican opening the
priesthood to a larger group.

“It’s the work of the Holy
Spirit that will decide that for
us,” he said.

Connect on Twitter (@D_Breitenstein) and
Facebook (DaveBreitenstein).

As number of U.S. Catholics rise, 
some parishes lack suitable leaders
Churches forced 
to close, consolidate
when priests leave

By Dave Breitenstein
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

Rev. Cory Mayer, parish administrator at Ave Maria, presides over Easter Vigil Mass in April. Mayer also
serves as vocations director for the Diocese of Venice. JACK HARDMAN/THE NEWS-PRESS
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Facebook and Twitter than
having real conversations,
that’s a sign you’re on there too
much,” he joked.

Scaramuzzo planned to
attend Fordham University,
where he would study philoso-
phy in a special track designed
for aspiring priests. Then in
January of his senior year of
high school, he was told Ford-
ham’s program was closing,
and instead he could attend St.
John’s University. St. John’s,
though, didn’t feel right.

He then applied to Francis-
can University in Ohio and Ave
Maria University. For a New
Yorker, Florida looked terrific.
Scaramuzzo spoke with an
adviser at Ave Maria, who put
him into contact with the Rev.
Cory Mayer, pastor of the Ave
Maria quasi-parish. Mayer
doubles as vocations director
for the Diocese of Venice.

Rather than complete four
years of undergraduate studies
at a university, Mayer helped
Scaramuzzo earn the endorse-
ment of the Diocese of Venice

for a coveted spot at St. John
Vianney. To gain admittance,
seminarians must have a deep
love for God and a spiritual
maturity beyond their years.

“He already had reached
that stage,” Mayer said of the
teenager.

After Scaramuzzo broke the
news to his parents that he
committed to the Diocese of
Venice, they broke some news
to him. They were retiring and
moving to Venice.

Two weeks after they
moved, Superstorm Sandy
struck the Northeast.

God throws curveballs for a
reason.

“You handle it like every-
thing else; hold on and enjoy
the ride,” Scaramuzzo said.
“You have to know what God’s
plan is, and follow it to the best
of your ability.”

A decision, for now
Just nine days before gradu-

ation, Janus decided to indefi-
nitely postpone his seminary
plans.

For the past year, he devel-
oped a solid friendship with a
female classmate at Ave Ma-
ria. They shared strong spiritu-
al, emotional and academic

connections, but neither acted
on their mutual attraction
because of Janus’ intention to
enter the seminary.

“After a lot of prayer, confu-
sion and effort to seek God’s
will,” Janus realized God
wasn’t telling him what to do,
rather guiding him. And He
was guiding Janus down a
different path.

“I was able to recognize that
a new path was something I
could either choose not to act
upon, or I could act upon it
with the Lord’s blessing,” said
Janus, who supports the
church’s staunch belief that
priests should be celibate and
unmarried.

Janus isn’t the first to
change direction, not even on
Ave Maria’s tiny campus.
President Jim Towey contem-
plated the seminary for five
years, but as he says, along
came Mary — his wife of 22
years.

“Some people have a bright
light flashing that makes it
clear, but for most people, it’s a
long winding route to another
destination,” Towey said. “The
worst thing you can do is begin
the seminary and still be wres-
tling with these things. It’s

smart that he’s trying to figure
it out now.”

On May 9, Janus submitted
a graduate school application
to Ave Maria. On May 10, he
graduated. On May 11, he head-
ed back to Mississippi for the
summer.

“How it will all play out, I
don’t know,” Janus said.

Young leader
Still 17 at the time, Scara-

muzzo was the youngest semi-
narian at St. John Vianney.
Some of his classmates were
old enough to be his father. It’s
something he’s grown accus-
tomed to.

“I was the youngest in my
dinner party tonight by 33
years. #fountainofyouth,” he
tweeted last week.

If he completes the semi-
nary on time, Scaramuzzo will
be ordained at age 25. Rookie
priests rarely are immediately
handed a parish, instead serv-
ing as parochial vicars, essen-
tially assistants, to continue
learning the ropes. However,
he’ll still be qualified to pre-
side over Mass — this time
with real parishioners, not his
sister and dog — and perform
sacraments, counseling and

other priestly duties.
Down the road, Scaramuzzo

expects some folks will have
difficulty calling him Father
Mike, simply because he’ll be
in his mid-20s. He expects
older, wiser parishioners will
scrutinize his every move, his
every mannerism, his every
homily. That’s why he has stud-
ied elder priests to see how
they counsel couples having
marital challenges.

In addition to classroom
studies, Scaramuzzo spends
two hours daily in prayer.
When the spring semester
ended two weeks ago, the dio-
cese assigned Scaramuzzo to
St. Cecilia’s in Fort Myers.
He’ll be assisting priests, hon-
ing his budgeting skills, coun-
seling Southwest Florida
youth, visiting the elderly and
sick, and writing a weekly
article for the church bulletin.

In August, Scaramuzzo will
return to the seminary for his
final year of undergraduate
studies. Then, it’s off to gradu-
ate school for seminarians.

Connect with Dave Breitenstein on Twitter
(@D_Breitenstein) and Facebook (DaveBrei-
tenstein).
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A bachelor’s degree pro-
vides ample education for
many white-collar jobs.

Catholic priests, though, are
nowhere near ordination after
four years in college. That’s
just the start of a long process
of learning, spiritual reflection
and commitment to the Lord.

Before a pastor is ever
handed keys to a church, he
must complete seven to nine
years of postsecondary educa-
tion and training — nearly as
much as a physician. Despite
the church desperately need-
ing more priests, the Vatican
has no plans to speed up the
timeline.

“You wouldn’t want a brain
surgeon to cut short his prepa-
ration time and study,” said
Monsignor David Toups, rector
and president of St. Vincent de
Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach. “We are work-
ing with something more im-
portant — people’s souls.”

Only a fraction of Catholics
are cut out for the life of a
priest. He must feel a call to
serve God, be holy, have a solid
prayer life, strong character
and be self-assured, according
to Diocese of Venice Bishop
Frank Dewane.

Priests also must be college-
educated, starting with a bach-
elor’s degree from an accredit-
ed institution. Theology, philos-
ophy, literature and religious
studies are the most common
majors. Select individuals can
enter a seminary immediately
after high school, but it doesn’t
happen often.

After earning a bachelor’s
degree, a man must gain sup-
port from a bishop to facilitate
application to the seminary.
That isn’t easy. Dewane said he

about 20 graduates to the semi-
nary, according to Julie Cosden,
vice president for student af-
fairs. Others have entered the
convent, teach in Catholic
schools and pursue occupations
in which Christianity is a guid-
ing principle.

“There is an environment
here where they think more
about a vocation than a job,”
Cosden said. “All of us recog-
nize a call to religious life, the
priesthood, is a tough life. They
are going to be sacrificing a lot.”

Priests and sisters frequent-
ly are present in Southwest
Florida’s Catholic schools, but
it’s not like they’re making
many appearances at career
days. Garrity said he and others
keep an eye open for potential
seminary candidates, but the
church isn’t the only entity
that’s pulling at young Catho-
lics.

“We’re only looking for
strong men, the same type of
strong men who make good hus-
bands and fathers,” Garrity
said.
Connect with Dave Breitenstein on Twitter
(@D_Breitenstein) and Facebook (DaveBrei-
tenstein).

strength they need.”
And sometimes, that call

isn’t the right one. According to
Georgetown University’s Cen-
ter for Applied Research in the
Apostolate, the retention rate
for seminarians ranged from
67 percent to 87 percent during
the past decade.

When men enter the semi-
nary, they ultimately may not
be ordained as priests, just like
history majors may never be-
come historians. And the Rev.
Robert Garrity, director of
campus ministry at Ave Maria
University, says that’s OK. 

“Every person has a call
from the Almighty God,” Gar-
rity said. “We try to help each
person discover that call.”

To date, Ave Maria has sent

ground checks and psycholog-
ical evaluations.

The next stop for many as-
piring priests is a major semi-
nary, like St. Vincent de Paul,
where they continue the four
areas of formation: human,
spiritual, academic and pasto-
ral. Seminarians spend their
summers working within their
sponsoring diocese, but are as-
signed to a parish for one year
to experience a full cycle of the
church. That’s where they can
hone skills like public speak-
ing, counseling parishioners
and financial management.

“They are really given the
strength, wisdom and guidance
to continue,” Toups said. “If
God is calling a young man, He
will give them the grace and

and others ask a lot of ques-
tions to gauge whether a man
truly has a call to the priest-
hood.

“What is the Lord calling me
to do in my life, and how am I
supposed to live that?” Dewane
said. “What state in life am I to
assume?’

St. John Vianney in Miami is
Florida’s only lower-level
Catholic seminary, and em-
ploys a 15-part admissions
process that makes university
applications look like a piece of
cake. Applicants not only must
provide academic transcripts,
but also sacramental records,
an autobiography, medical in-
formation and letters of rec-
ommendation. Aspiring semi-
narians are subjected to back-

Training involves rigorous study, deep commitment

By Dave Breitenstein
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

POSTSECONDARY
OPTIONS
Florida has five Catholic colleges
and three Catholic seminaries,
according to the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

COLLEGES
» Ave Maria University (Ave Maria)
» Ave Maria School of Law (Naples)
» Barry University (Miami)
» Saint Leo University (Saint Leo)
» St. Thomas University (Miami)

SEMINARIES
» Redemptoris Mater (Miami)
» St. John Vianney (Miami)
» St. Vincent de Paul (Boynton
Beach)
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Bachelor’s degree 
is only the beginning 
of a long process

Seminarian Michael Scaramuzzo II and Rev. Francis Hanlon lead a Mass at St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church.
Scaramuzzo is assigned to St. Cecilia this summer. JACK HARDMAN/THE NEWS-PRESS 

Before a pastor is ever handed keys to a church, he must
complete seven to nine years of postsecondary education
and training — nearly as much as a physician.


