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Do you know John Doe?
In dire health, he lies alone

BY ERIN GILLESPIE

egillespie@news-press.com

They call him Enrique, but no one
knows his real name.
“John Doe,” as he is officially
known, was admitted to Lee Memorial Hospital on June 1 with a severe
brain injury. Nothing else is known

TODAY@

news-press.com

about the Hispanic man, estimated to
be in his 30s or 40s.
Now in a “persistent vegetative
state,” Enrique, as named by his nurses, lies almost motionless, occasionally blinking, in a hospital room with
no family, no friends and the probability he will soon die.
After doctors agreed he will never

get better, Lee Memorial Health System recently petitioned a judge to
appoint a public guardian who can
make the decision on whether the
patient should be kept alive through
a feeding tube.
“At the end of the day, his condition would be the same whether you
know his name or not,” said Robert
Lipshutz, the state-appointed Lee
County Public Guardian.

¸ See JOHN DOE A13

IF YOU DO
KNOW WHO
HE IS ...

If anyone has information about John Doe,
where his family may
be, or how to contact
someone who knows
him, call the Lee County Public Guardian at
(239) 549-2505.

TERRY ALLEN WILLIAMS/THE NEWS-PRESS

¸ An unidentified man has been hospitalized since June at
Lee Memorial Hospital in Fort Myers. He is in a persistent
vegetative state as a result of a head injury.

Vacancy
rampant
in Lee
homes

FGCU’S NEW BOSS: ALL BUSINESS, AND ‘SEINFELD’ TOO

Many are built; many
more are sitting empty
BY ERIN GILLESPIE

PHOTO
GALLERIES:

egillespie@news-press.com

He’s the guy holding the reins,
but sometimes he’s just ‘Brad’

Last year, Jonathan Kline
decided to take a risk and build
two houses in Lehigh Acres.
Kline, a 38-year-old Maryland resident and financial consultant who normally deals in
stocks, bonds and futures, discovered Southwest Florida’s
sliding housing market after
they were completed in April.
Like thousands of other houses across the county, Kline’s
homes sit vacant while he tries
to sell them.
“I bought these houses, but I
sure as heck didn’t do my
homework,” Kline said. “They
never told me how bad it could
get.”
New houses have been flooding the Lee County market —
thousands empty as the real
estate business continues its
dive — according to data
released this week by the U.S.
Census Bureau.
“Housing units built does not
mean housing units occupied,”
said Michael Polly, vice president of Denny Grimes & Company, a Fort Myers real estate
brokerage.

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN

Many vacancies

ST. PAUL, MINN. — Spunky.
When Wilson “Brad” Bradshaw used the adjective in
describing Florida Gulf Coast
University, he unknowingly
might have given himself a new
nickname.
Like FGCU, Bradshaw is
energetic, busy, feisty, bold and
BRADSHAW
Chosen as FGCU’s a bit quirky.
FGCU’s Board of Trustees on
third president
Tuesday are expected to
approve Bradshaw’s contract as
president, nailing in a start date
of Nov. 13. The deal provides a
base annual salary of $310,000.
Trustees have met Wilson
Bradshaw — the president — in
formal settings. They know of
his extensive background in education, professional accomplishments and desire to explore

Lee County was fourth in the
nation with 9 percent growth in
the number of housing units
added from 2005 to 2006,
according to the Census data.
In one year, 28,393 housing
units — which include singlefamily houses, apartments, condominiums and any other form
of housing — were added in the
county.
Since 2000, the county has
added 95,000 housing units.
But thousands of them are
empty.
The vacancy rate for Lee
County increased 20 percent to
92,989 units in 2006. The majority of those, 57,208, are seasonal
living units.
The number of vacant houses
for sale has more than doubled
to 9,723.
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Still
missing

Police in Point
Pleasant
Beach, N.J., say
there are no
new leads on
Fort Myers real
estate tycoon Frank D’Alessandro.
¸ LOCAL & STATE, B1

CORRECTION
A story on Page A1 in Saturday’s The News-Press was
incorrect about the history of
presidential candidates visiting Cape Coral. Presidential
candidate Ronald Reagan
spoke at the Cape Coral Yacht
Club in 1976.
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¸ Wilson Bradshaw is congratulated by Peg Gray-Vickrey, search committee chairwoman, after learning last month
that he was chosen to be the next president of Florida Gulf Coast University.

The man
who will be
president
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

¸ See BRADSHAW A12
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¸ Metropolitan State University, Bradshaw’s present school, does not fall into
the same category as FGCU.
¸ Jo Anna Bradshaw, the new
president’s wife, is active on community boards and volunteers with local
nonprofits in Minnesota.

TRUST the ORIGINAL!

239.332.3020

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

¸ Searchable database: Check on
recent home sales in Lee County.
¸ Reader forum: Share your thoughts
about this story. Tell us what you have
seen and heard about the housing market in SW Florida.

C

CORNERSTONE
KITCHENS

Since 1988
www.cornerstone-kitchens.com

Pg A12 9/16

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

A12 | THE NEWS-PRESS, NATION & WORLD, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2007 ***

St. Paul’s Metro State
offers diversity, choice

School sits in shadow
of U. of Minnesota
BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN

dbreitenstein@news-press.com

ST. PAUL, MINN. — The Twin
Cities area already has its major
research university in the University of Minnesota.
St. Paul also boasts 12 private
colleges and two community
colleges within city limits.
Despite that crowded landscape of higher education, Metropolitan State University found
its niche: The school does not
create academic programs for all
students; it lets students build
programs for themselves.
“This university was started
by real people who wanted a real
education for real kids,” said 24year-old Brett Erickson, a junior
majoring in social work. “I don’t
want to say hippies started it, but
they had open minds, and the
people here now still have those
open minds.”
Metro State President Wilson
Bradshaw, who in two months
will assume the presidency at
Florida Gulf Coast University,
said St. Paul has more colleges
per capita than any other U.S.
city except Boston. That’s why
he spent much of his seven years
here carving out Metro’s defining characteristic.
“I would say it’s diversity
along several dimensions — age,
racial, ethnic and great intellectual diversity,” Bradshaw said.
When Metro State opened in
1972, there was no campus. And
for 18 years, Metro rented classroom space in elementary
schools, community centers and
even church basements. The
intent was to provide a college
education without the bells and
whistles — and subsequent cost
of operation — of a traditional
university.
Metro State initially offered
just one academic degree program. Its individualized studies
major allowed students to select
courses from any academic area,
such as science or politics, provided classes logically would
prepare that student for a particular career. Today, First College,
as it’s called, is still Metro’s most
popular choice and requires
every first-year student to enroll
in a course called “Perspectives,
Educational Philosophy and

Planning” and meet with local
professionals for career advice.
“Students should be defining
what they want, not us defining
it for them,” said Daniel Abebe,
dean of First College. “We need
to take ourselves out of know-itall thinking, that faculty knows
what all students should do.
They control their education."
Another innovation at Metro
State is a first-of-its-kind partnership in Minnesota between a
university and public library system. Bradshaw, who also is
board chairman of Friends of the
Saint Paul Library, spearheaded
a push to bring a public library
to the neighborhood that didn’t
have a branch within two miles.
After years of planning and
fundraising, the joint-use library
opened on campus in May 2004,
giving residents access to university books and computers.
It’s one more way to make
Metro State part of the community, not just a university that
happens to be located there.
The Minnesota Department
of Transportation didn’t just put
an exit sign for Metro State on
adjacent Interstate 94, but on
Interstate 35E, about five miles
from campus.
“We’re way up on a bluff, and
our visibility is very good,” Bradshaw said. “People know where
we are and who we are, increasingly so.
“We have been embraced by
this community for a lot of reasons, one of which is our being
accessible and our commitment
to being a part of the community.”
Metro State added programs
and students during the 1990s
and 2000s while expanding onto
three campuses. In 2006, it
launched the nation’s only program specifically for Peace
Corps volunteers wanting a
degree while on assignment.
Bradshaw also conceived a program to recruit inner-city youth,
called “Power of YOU,” that
raised money for underprivileged students to attend any college in Minnesota, not just
Metro State.
Unlike FGCU, however,
Metro State doesn’t regularly
make the front page of newspapers or mention on the nightly
news.
“There’s a challenge, not only
for Metropolitan State, but
when you’re in the Twin Cities,

METROPOLITAN STATE
VS. FGCU
¸ Location
- Metro: St. Paul, Minn.
- FGCU: Fort Myers
¸ Established
- Metro: 1972
- FGCU: 1997
¸ Enrollment
- Metro: 10,000
- FGCU: 9,500
¸ Undergrad programs
- Metro: 54
- FGCU: 44
¸ Graduate programs
- Metro: 13
- FGCU: 22
¸ Full online programs
- Metro: 8
- FGCU: 9
¸ Tuition/fees per credit
- Metro: $176
- FGCU: $122
¸ Most popular program
- Metro: individualized studies
- FGCU: resort and hospitality management
¸ Future doctorates
- Metro: business administration
- FGCU: physical therapy, educational
specialist and education
there are a lot of sources for
news,” Bradshaw said. “When
you’re in the shadow of the University of Minnesota as a state
university, you may not get the
media attention or same level of
attention that the ‘U’ gets.”
Nine miles from Metro State
sits University of Minnesota,
the nation’s fourth-largest institution with 50,000 students and
22 sports teams. Metro State, by
comparison, has 10,000 students
and no athletic program. That’s
fine by Kelly Ortenblad.
“It’s academic-based, whereas at others like University of
Minnesota, it is sport-based,”
the 23-year-old junior said. “At
least I know where my tuition is
going.”
Metro State is Minnesota’s
most diverse school, with a 25
percent minority rate among
students and staff. That’s another plus, Erickson said.
“It’s not like the ‘U,’ where
half of the kids are from small
towns and it’s the first time
they’ve experienced diversity,”
Erickson said. “Here, people
aren’t afraid to get on a bus and
be around people who are different.”

FGCU’s
incoming
first lady
a helper
Jo Anna Bradshaw
‘full-time volunteer’
BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN

dbreitenstein@news-press.com

ST. PAUL, MINN. — If Florida Gulf Coast University got
its man in Wilson Bradshaw,
the community got its
woman in Jo Anna Bradshaw.
“I’m a full-time community volunteer,” said Jo Anna
Bradshaw, who for 15 years
has been married to FGCU’s
incoming president. “What I
actually do is give my full
time to a place for an extended period of time.”
In Minnesota, Bradshaw
volunteered at the Neighborhood House community center, The Saint Paul Foundation, Dorothy Day Homeless
Shelter, Saint Paul Public
Library, Dayton’s Bluff Elementary School and Saint
Paul Police Federation. She
also coordinated community
food drives and campus
garage sales that financed
student scholarships.
Bradshaw sees her role as
FGCU’s first lady as doublefaceted. She’ll attend the requisite fundraisers, social
gatherings and sporting
events. Off campus, however,
she will roll up her sleeves
for a handful of nonprofits.
She has yet to determine
which social services agencies in Southwest Florida
will capture her devotion.
“My role will be determined, just as (Wilson’s)
goals are determined, once
we get there and see what
the needs are,” she said. “I’m
very willing, anxious and
excited about being part of
the campus community, as
well as the community at
large.”
Bradshaw, 55, was born in
Columbus, Ohio, but raised
in Florida. After graduating
from Pompano Beach Senior
High School in 1970, she
attended Broward Community College to launch a
career in banking, having
roles as bank teller, customer
support manager and vice

DAVE BREITENSTEIN/THE NEWS-PRESS

¸ Jo Anna Bradshaw joins her husband, Wilson, at his office
at Metropolitan State University in St. Paul, Minn. Wilson
Bradshaw assumes the presidency at FGCU on Nov. 13,
while Jo Anna plans to devote herself to Southwest Florida’s
nonprofit groups and community organizations.

“I’m a full-time community volunteer.
What I actually do is
give my full time to a
place for an extended
period of time.”
¸ Jo Anna Bradshaw
president for loan processing. She then switched into
education, landing jobs as
financial aid assistant and
accounting assistant at Georgia Southern University,
where her husband was vice
president.
Then, Jo Anna found a
position as grant coordinator at Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania after her
husband accepted the vice
president and provost role
there.
When the couple lived in
Statesboro, Ga., and Bloomsburg, Pa., Jo Anna Bradshaw
noticed residents didn’t need
much outside help to make
ends meet. In St. Paul, how-

BRADSHAW
¸ Continued from A1
new ideas at FGCU while pumping up school spirit.
Trustees, though, haven’t seen
Wilson Bradshaw — the person
— without a business suit and tie.
You know, the Bradshaw who sold
shoes in the mall, met his wife on
a train, rode a tandem bike in a
promotional stunt and had his
likeness displayed on city buses.
On a recent visit to the Twin
Cities, where Bradshaw, 57, serves
as president of Metropolitan State
University, The News-Press
probed his life outside of work.
“You have to come clean,” Jo
Anna Bradshaw, 55, said to her
husband of 15 years.
“OK, go ahead, tell him,” Wilson replied.
“‘Seinfeld,’” Jo Anna remarked
with a big smile.
“We’re big ‘Seinfeld’ fans,” Wilson begrudgingly admitted.
“That is our down time. Nightly
news and ‘Seinfeld,’” Jo Anna said.
The couple do not spend all of
their nights watching TV, however. Together, they visit museums,
play backgammon, attend the theater and partake in the area’s rich
cultural attractions.
“When you live downtown, all
of that is right there,” said Wilson
Bradshaw, who starts each day
with a 5:30 a.m. workout routine.
After living a few years in a
3,300-square-foot suburban home
in the outskirts of St. Paul, the
Bradshaws decided to downsize,
leasing a small condominium less
than a mile from Metro State’s
main campus. Maintenance-free
housing meant they had more free
time to enjoy all St. Paul had to
offer.
“We called it taking the urban
plunge,” joked Bradshaw, referring
to St. Paul’s designation as a metropolitan area but with a setting
more reminiscent of a fairy tale
city. “But you drove through it. It’s
kind of a big little town.”
Minneapolis and St. Paul are
anomalies within the state. They
are, by far, Minnesota’s largest and
most diverse cities. St. Paul has
large clusters of Hispanic, East
African and Hmong populations.
Metro State University, Bradshaw said, has deliberately reflect-
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¸ Metropolitan State University President Wilson Bradshaw will
be forgoing this million-dollar view of downtown St. Paul, Minn.,
above, when he assumes the presidency at Florida Gulf Coast
University. His new office view will be of a parking lot and construction sites for engineering and hospitality buildings, at right.
ed that diversity in its recruiting
plan. One-fourth of administrators, faculty and students are
minorities, a diversity that adds to
the learning process on campus.
“We accomplish best our mission through civility, inclusiveness
and shared governance,” Bradshaw said.

Heading south again
Moving from an established
metropolis to sprawling, stilldeveloping Southwest Florida
has its advantages, though. The
Bradshaws have three sons from
previous marriages — Jason, 34,
who operates a home day care
center in Pennsylvania; Ahmon,
28, a school teacher in Atlanta;
and Zach, 22, a senior at Georgia
State University — and hope the
subtropical locale will bring the
family together come December.
“It’s hard to ask people to
come see you at the holidays
because it’s so cold here,” Jo
Anna Bradshaw said. “I bet you
when we’re down in Fort Myers
and winter comes to Pennsylvania ... I’m sure it will change.”
The Bradshaws did manage to
lure Zach and Ahmon a few
years back. They haven’t
returned for the holidays since
then.
“It was our coldest winter; we
had days where the high was not
above minus-9 degrees, and
that’s not wind-chill factor,” Wilson Bradshaw said. “My boys
said, ‘You know, Dad, people
have choices. Why would anyone choose to live here?’ Suffice

to say, they now only come up
here in spring or summer.”
The warmer climate also
bodes well for chef Bradshaw, a
grillmaster known to slap anything cookable above a flame.
His specialty? Ribs, Jo Anna said.

The early years
Some have joked that Bradshaw will have a tough time
adjusting to the Florida heat. But
he is a native of the Sunshine
State, born just outside Orlando
in Sanford, where he lived until
second grade. The fourth of five
children, Bradshaw relocated to
West Palm Beach with his mother and four siblings after his parents divorced.
Bradshaw picked up his first
paying job in the seventh grade,
delivering prescriptions for the
only black pharmacy in West
Palm. He also worked side-byside with his mother at the U.S.
Post Office, where she spent her
entire career.
Bradshaw recalls another odd
job that didn’t exactly position
him for a presidency — shoe
salesman at Palm Beach Mall.
After graduating from high
school in 1967, Bradshaw attended Palm Beach Community College for two years. He then
transferred to Florida Atlantic
University in Boca Raton, still
an ear’s shot from his mother in
West Palm. There, his initial
field of study was medicine, but
a physiological psychology
course and a little mentoring
from a psychology professor

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

shifted him away from his premed major. He worked as a residence assistant, graduate assistant and other campus jobs to
help pay tuition.
He earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in psychology
from FAU, becoming the first
college graduate in the family.
After teaching out of state and
earning a doctorate at University of Pittsburgh, Bradshaw
returned to Florida Atlantic in
1984.
It was in South Florida where
he met Jo Anna, a banker who
rode the same Tri-Rail commuter train to work. But when
the train stopped, thus ending
their daily chats, she proceeded
to her job as vice president for
loan processing at Bank of
North America, while he ventured to campus as associate
professor of psychology at Florida Atlantic.
“We were good friends for 10
minutes every day,” Jo Anna
Bradshaw recalled.
After he left the Sunshine
State for a job at Georgia Southern University, Jo Anna said
they both realized there was
more to their relationship than
bumpy chats on the railway.
Two years later, she joined him
in Georgia, and they were married.
At Metro State, Bradshaw still
has appointment as a psychology professor, although he hasn’t
taught a course in several
semesters. Instead, he periodically steps into the classroom
for guest lectures, something
he’d like to duplicate down the
road at FGCU. He doesn’t regret

the move into upper-level
administration, though.
“I had a desire to influence
policy at the institutional level,
and maybe also be a catalyst for
policy change,” Bradshaw said.
That professional will has
taken Bradshaw across Minnesota to lobby on behalf of all
public colleges and testify in
front of the legislature. Kirsten
Thompson, a Fort Myers resident who was Metro State’s
director of educational services
and special events until 2002,
said Brawshaw’s approachable
style of leadership appealed to
executives all the way down to
students and staff.
“Regularly, I would see him
walking through the halls greeting people by name, shaking
hands and stopping to talk to
those who had something to
say,” Thompson said. “He had a
way of putting people at ease so
they felt comfortable expressing
concerns or sharing ideas.”

Presidential duties
Bradshaw, slated to earn a
base salary of $310,000 annually,
does not plan to set a priority
list at FGCU until he rolls up his
sleeves and digs into the pressing issues. He will, however,
step into one of FGGU’s toughest times financially. The $130
million operating budget didn’t
meet university expectations,
forcing Interim President
Richard Pegnetter to issue a
freeze on hiring and promotions, increase class sizes, halt
plans to increase freshman
enrollment and restrict business

ever, the federal poverty rate
is about 16 percent and at
least 1,500 registered homeless individuals were counted during a 2006 sweep of
shelters and neighborhoods.
“We lived in very small,
rural communities where the
social services were not that
extensive, nor was the need
for social services,” she said.
“Here, they are. So I immediately became involved with
nonprofits.”
She served on the board of
directors at Neighborhood
House, which assists needy
residents and immigrants on
St. Paul’s west side. When
members realized they
couldn’t fund a much-needed volunteer coordinator
job, she raised her hand.
“Right at that meeting, Jo
Anna said, ‘I’ll do it,’” said
Neighborhood House grants
manager Susan Rostkoski.
Bradshaw volunteered as
the full-time volunteer coordinator for 15 months. It’s
now a paid position.
“That’s her style. If she
sees something that needs to
be done, she does it,” Rostkoski said.

travel.
FGCU’s student enrollment
has grown 16 percent annually
during the past five years. Three
academic buildings are under
construction to house engineering, business and hospitality
programs. The second parking
garage and a second housing
complex are under way.
Bradshaw and Pegnetter are
assembling a transition team.
Trustees took a liking to Bradshaw because he transformed
Metro State from a small, nontraditional college for working
adults into a three-site university now attracting students right
out of high school.
“He has the out-of-the-box
thinking we will need in the
next decade,” said Michael Villalobos, an FGCU trustee.
During a grueling week of
interviews in August, several
students commented that
FGCU lacked school spirit.
Bradshaw hopes to capitalize on
the Eagles’ transition to Division
I athletics to enhance the campus climate, build school spirit
and create a better sense of family.
Bradshaw believes the role of
a university president is not
only to be an academic leader
on campus, but an icon within
the region. That’s why Bradshaw didn’t object to his face
being splashed on the side of
city buses in St. Paul as part of a
United Way campaign soliciting
reading volunteers for a children’s literacy program, according to William Lowe, Metro
State’s provost and vice president for academic affairs.
That wasn’t the only mode of
transportation involving Bradshaw. To celebrate an innovative
joint-use campus with Minneapolis Community and Technical College, he rode a tandem
bicycle with MCTC President
Phil Davis to show their solidarity. That stunt followed the duo’s
original proposal before state
lawmakers in which they wore
matching Minnesota Twins uniforms. Davis still has framed
photos of both get-ups sitting
atop his file cabinet.
“We’re serious about our
work, but you can have fun
doing it,” Davis said. “Brad has a
wonderful sense of humor.”

