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Even as
fix begins,
Toyota’s
woes grow
Prius hybrid said next to be recalled
BY TIM ENGSTROM
tengstrom@news-press.com
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The 2010 Census Portrait of America Road Tour was in Immokalee on Thursday to convince residents there to complete and return a census form next month. These Immokalee residents, reflected in a plexiglass information board,
were among those targeted by members of the entourage.

Census tour allays Hispanics’ fears
In Immokalee, some still
hesitant to return forms

news-press.com

CENSUS TIMELINE

Photos: View a gallery of Thursday’s
census campaign in Immokalee.

BY CHRIS UMPIERRE

“I’m afraid of immigration coming
if I fill the form,” Ramos said in Spanish. “If they find you, they’ll send you
back to your country and you’ll
never come back.”
The 2010 Census Portrait of America Road Tour made a stop Thursday
in Immokalee to allay fears of Ramos
and other migrant farm workers.
Census workers explained they
never ask for Social Security numbers or whether residents are documented. They also said they don’t
share information with government
agencies and that an accurate count
will bring more government funding
to Immokalee.

Through March: The Fort Myers census office will hold job fairs throughout
Southwest Florida. The dates and
locations for the fairs haven’t been
finalized.
March: The Fort Myers office will finish
hiring about 1,200 employees.
March 15: Households will receive a
10-question census form. A prepaid
envelope will be included to mail back
the form. Those who do not respond
will receive a second mailing. If the
form is still not returned, a census
taker will visit your home.
April 1: Census Day, the deadline for
questionnaires to be returned.
April-July: Census takers will visit
households that didn’t return a questionnaire by mail.
December: The U.S. Census Bureau
will deliver population counts to President Barack Obama to begin the
process of dividing the 435 House
seats proportionately among 50 states.

cumpierre@news-press.com

After a long day working in
Immokalee’s tomato fields, Guillermo Ramos exited a beat-up bus with
about 50 other farm workers and
gravitated toward a blue tent across
the street.
The tent had “El Censo 2010”
splashed across the top. Ramos, who
came to Immokalee from Mexico
five years ago, had never heard of
such a thing.
Ramos picked up a complimentary Census 2010 bag and listened to
census workers explain how the
count could bring more funds to
Immokalee.

See CENSUS A3

NEXT YEAR’S TOP RECRUIT

South Fort Myers wide receiver Sammy Watkins is atop the
2011 wish list for many Top 25 football programs. Sports, C1

News Digest In FGCU’s classrooms,
athletes no dumb jocks
BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

Squeeze or dip?
A new ketchup pack for
eating on the run, unveiled
by H.J. Heinz Co., is
shaped like a shallow cup.
It can be peeled back for
dipping, or can be torn off
for squeezing. A4

Best of ArtFest
Former Best of Show winners return to mark 10th
anniversary of Fort Myers
festival. GulfCoasting
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The term “dumb jock”
has been around forever, a
label or excuse for students
short on studies and long on
athletics.
At FGCU, though, jocks
consistently are outperforming non-athletes in the
classroom.
FGCU student-athletes
have posted higher gradepoint averages for six of the
past seven semesters, and
11 of 19 terms since the university introduced a sports
program in 2000, according
to data obtained by The
News-Press through a public-records request. In fall
2009, athletes posted a 3.11
average GPA, compared to a
2.96 GPA for undergraduates as a whole.
Today, the Eagles’ athletics department is having its
inaugural academic banquet — celebrating studentathletes solely for what they
accomplish in the class-

news-press.com/
haiti
Special page: Learn about
local efforts to help Haiti
earthquake victims.

ever will arrive on a large
scale. Haiti’s government
has halted all adoptions
that weren’t submitted
before the quake.
Florida’s child welfare
leaders don’t anticipate a
mass
send-off
of
orphans.
The arrest of 10 Americans trying to take 33
children has ratcheted

See CHILDREN A2
Also see Haiti A9
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Scattered showers. Rain
chance 70 percent. See
complete forecast, B10

See TOYOTA A2

Trafficking fears limit
Haitian arrival counts
The
diapers
are
stacked.
The onesies and baby
blue jeans are sorted.
Earlier this week, two
men tightened screws on
a crib in a Cape Coral
home being transformed
into an emergency shelter for Haiti’s orphans.
“We did it,” said Sam
Adar, 57, patting the back
of fellow volunteer David
White, 76.
But will it be used? And
if so, when?
Fears of child trafficking
and tighter controls have
made it unclear if orphans

room, not on the playing
field.
“I’m hoping we can
demonstrate to children
that they can be honored
for their academic performance just as much as
making a basket or hitting a home run,” said
athletic director Ken
Kavanagh.
During the fall term, 144
of FGCU’s 239 athletes
earned GPAs of at least 3.0, a
B average.
Seventeen
athletes,
including cross country
standout Megan Thies,
earned perfect 4.0 GPAs.
Thies, 21, has managed to

roads prompted the
investigation.
Japan’s top business
newspaper said today
Toyota will soon notify
Japan’s transport ministry
and the U.S. Department
of Transportation of the
recall of 270,000 Prius
vehicles in the U.S. and
Japan, though the company did not confirm the
report.
Toyota later announced
it is investigating possible
brake problems with its
luxury Lexus hybrid in
Japan and the U.S.
Pamela
Templeton,
vice president of Fort
Myers Toyota, said the
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FGCU coverage: Go to a special page on the Eagles teams
and athletic program.
Blog: Go to the education
page and read the latest
Chalkboard dispatches from
reporter Dave Breitenstein.

Discussion: Join the conversation about the Toyota
recall.

Volunteers David White, right, and Sam Adar build a
crib at a shelter that will possibly become a home to
orphans of the Haiti earthquake.

BY JANINE ZEITLIN

news-press.com

High 80
Low 61

Repairs on recalled
Toyota models began in
earnest Thursday at Fort
Myers Toyota, but troubles for the brand seem
far from over after
reports said the popular
Prius hybrid was to be
recalled in the U.S. and
Japan because of brake
problems.
Before that recall was
reported, the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration said it
had opened an investigation into the Prius, the
best-selling hybrid in the
U.S., citing 124 reports it
received from consumers
about its brakes, including four crashes.
Complaints
that
antilock brakes can fail
momentarily on some
2010 models in slippery
conditions or on rough
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CENSUS
Continued from A1
“We’re reminding them
about the hurricanes that
hit this state in 2004 and
2005 and how funds are
allocated by population,”
tour spokeswoman Helga
Silva said. “If you say
there’s only 300 people living here and there’s really
3,000, then the government is going to send aid
for 300 people.”
Hispanics, who make
up
71
percent
of
Immokalee’s 20,000 residents, have historically
been undercounted. A
review of the 2000 census
showed the bureau didn’t
count about 1.2 million
Hispanics.
Just 69 percent of Hispanic
households
returned the census forms
mailed to them in the 2000
census, compared to a
return rate of 80.8 percent
for white households.
Response rates for Collier and Lee in 2000 were
54 and 59 percent, respectively. That was below the
national (67 percent) and
Florida (63) rates.
“When you think of the
number of migrant people
in this area, 56 percent is
unacceptable,”
said
Richard Rice, executive

Members of the Immokalee Folkloric Dancers perform for
residents who attended the road tour, designed to ease
Hispanics’ fears of filling out census forms.

here when the house was
rented for four,” Silva said.
“We’re telling people that
we don’t share our info
with landlords.”
Census workers face up
to five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine if they
unlawfully disclose information.
“I’m going to fill it out,”
said Sebastian Guillen
Ferro, a 39-year-old farm
worker who visited the

census tent Thursday. “I’m
not afraid of immigration.
The only people who are
afraid are the people with
records.”
Ramos agreed.
“I think this is good
because it helps the people and all the kids,” he
said.
Other Hispanics are
wary. A group of about 30
farmworkers leaned on
bicycles about 30 feet from

the tent Thursday. They
seemed tentative about
approaching the census
table.
The 2010 Census Road
Tour, which will be traveling to more than 800
events nationwide before
the April 1 decennial
count, is trying to raise the
count by hiring local people who can relate to the
community.
Juanita Mainster, Florida’s partnership coordinator for the 2010 Census,
was once a farmworker in
Homestead
and
Immokalee. She said she
was born in the fields and
was deported before
becoming a U.S. citizen.

dent-athletes aren’t given
any tools not available to
the general student body.

But
the
department
ensures athletes can
access those resources,
including:
• Tutoring: The department works through
FGCU’s Center for Academic Achievement to provide tutors, academic
planning sessions, mentoring and test prep workshops.
• Study halls: All student
athletes with sub-3.0 GPAs
must attend study halls for
at least eight hours per
week.
• Computers: A fullyequipped, athletes-only
computer lab awaits funding, and athletes can check
out laptops for road trips
or special projects.
• Attendance: Studentathletes are not permitted
to skip class for any reason, unless they are on a

school-sanctioned trip.
“If we find out, there will
be consequences,” Stringham said.
FGCU isn’t the only college where athletes top
non-athletes. At the University of North Florida,
student athletes have outperformed undergraduates for 14 consecutive
semesters. UNF athletic
director Lee Moon attributes the streak to incoming athletes being subjected to the same admissions
requirements as all students, along with an abundance of academic support and mandatory study
halls.
“It’s always been a sense
of pride for our athletes,”
Moon said. “We’re in the
business of graduating
student athletes.”
Kavanagh gives credit to
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Elizabeth Simonise of the Portrait of America Road Tour gives census information to
Immokalee residents Thursday. Some migrant farmworkers fear providing information.

director of the Greater
Eastern Collier Chamber
of Commerce. “We’ll get it
up this time.”
Getting an accurate
count could be more difficult this year because of
the nation’s economic
woes. Because of foreclosures and job losses, many
families have moved in
with each other.
“They’re afraid to say
there are 13 people living

ATHLETES
Continued from A1
post a 3.77 cumulative GPA
while setting and breaking
her own school record in
the 5-kilometer race multiple times. Thies estimates
she spends as much time
running as she does on
schoolwork, and studies
every morning, on bus trips
and on weekends. Still, she
occasionally asks to skip
practice if her academic
load becomes too overwhelming.
“The coaches are very
good when it comes to
academics,” said Thies, a
biology major who will
enroll in medical school
after graduation. “They
know you’re here to get an
education.”

Patricia Stringham, the
athletic department’s academic adviser, said stu-

“I know the hardships
that
they’re
going
through, the language
problems,” Mainster said.
“But this benefits migrant
workers and nonmigrant
workers.”
Thursday’s
event
included a Haitian component. The census had
several Creole speakers
talk about the significance
of the census.
“Some of us don’t mingle with American culture,” said Chenel Pierre,
who owns a social services
business in Immokalee.
“Haitians seek information from people we trust.
That’s why we need events
like this.”

FGCU coaches for signing
solid recruits academically
and athletically, along with
his predecessors, Carl
McAloose and Jo-Ann
Nester.
Although men’s basketball player Reed Baker
excelled at Bishop Verot
High School in Fort Myers,
then at the University of
Michigan, he still feels
some classmates at FGCU
don’t expect him to be a
leader in the classroom.
Baker, who is averaging
11.8 points per game,
actively tries to dispel the
dumb jock myth.
“I take it upon myself
to show them it’s not true,
that you have the same
academic abilities as anyone else,” said Baker, a
21-year-old
finance
major who carries a 3.39
GPA.
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Saturday, February 6th • 1pm-3pm
Join us as we celebrate the grand openings

of our new model parks at:
VillageWalk of Bonita Springs
and

VeronaWalk of Naples.

1 VillageWalk:
28025 Umiak Court
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
2 VeronaWalk:
7676 Collier Boulevard
Naples, FL 34114

Furnished Model Tours - Live Music - Refreshments
New Floor Plans - Upgraded Features - Amenity Package

866-503-2557 • DIVOSTA.COM/GO1
*Homeowner Association fees required. Details available upon request. Prices listed are base prices and lot premiums may apply. Image is
for illustrative purposes only and is not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, neighborhood or any completed
improvements being offered. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by
law. Offers, prices, terms and conditions subject to change without notice. CGC#1505166 © 2010 Pulte Home Corporation
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